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COURT PLANS AND STUDIES - GENERAL 

 
Baehler, Aimee and Douglas K. Somerlot.  Developing and Evaluating Courthouse 

Security and Disaster Preparedness.  Denver CO:  Justice Management 
Institute, 2005.  Available at:  
http://jeritt.msu.edu/Documents/Final%20Report%20063005.doc. 

 
Cleland, John M.  A Judicial Perspective on Pandemic Flu Planning:  But, Will It Work 

in Your Neighborhood?  Unit 1.  Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2006.  Video 
available at: http://riz0ep.rmxpres.com/riz0ep/viewer/?peid=d8a40601-
6e85-4187-9a45-dac69fcc56c3.  Audio available at:  
http://riz0ep.rmxpres.com/riz0ep/viewer/?peid=bb489e09-c2b9-40dd-8097-
08e46a36ae41. 

 
Cleland, John M.  A Judicial Perspective on Pandemic Flu Planning:  But, Will It Work 

in Your Neighborhood?  Unit 2.  Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2006.  Video 
available at:  
http://riz0ep.rmxpres.com/riz0ep/viewer/NoPopupRedirector.aspx?peid=d185
78a7-0a26-46f3-ae3b-c7c9530e6ce0&shouldResize=False.  Audio available 
at:  http://riz0ep.rmxpres.com/riz0ep/viewer/?peid=aadee64b-18f1-48f7-
a109-e76a6ac43a8e. 

 
A Comprehensive Emergency Management Program:  A Model for State and 

Territorial Courts.  Denver, CO:  National Center for State Courts, 2007.  
Available at:  http://www.ncsconline.org/emp/EMP%20Manual%202007.pdf.

 
Continuity of Court Operations:  Steps for COOP Planning.  Williamsburg, VA:  

National Center for State Courts, 2007.  Available at:  
http://www.ncsconline.org/D_Research/coop/toolkit.pdf.#Cover. 

 
Coordinated Implementation of Community Response Measures (Including Social 

Distancing) to Control the Spread of Pandemic Respiratory Disease:  A Guide 
for Developing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Public Health, Law 
Enforcement, Corrections and the Judiciary.  Washington, DC:  Public Health 
and Law Enforcement Emergency Preparedness Workgroup.  Bureau of Justice 
Assistance, 2008.  Available at:  
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/pdf./CRM_MOU.pdf.

 
Disaster Preparedness – Continuity of Courtroom Operations in a Crisis.  Honolulu, 

HI:  National Conference of State Judges, 2006.  Available at:  
http://www.abanet.org/jd/meetings/2006annual/pdf./disaster_preparedness_
sources_outline.pdf.

 
Disaster Recovery Planning for Courts:  A Guide to Business Continuity Planning. 

Williamsburg, VA:  National Association for Court Management, 2000.  
Available at:  http://www.abanet.org/crimjust/calendar/disaster_nacm.pdf.

 
Emergency Management for Courts.  Williamsburg, VA:  National Center for State 

Courts, 2003.  Available at:  
http://www.abanet.org/crimjust/calendar/disaster_ncsc.pdf.
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A Framework for Improving Cross-Sector Coordination for Emergency Preparedness 

and Response:  Action Steps for Public Health, Law Enforcement, the Judiciary 
and Corrections.  Public Health and Law Enforcement Emergency 
Preparedness Workgroup. Washington, DC:  Bureau of Justice Assistance, 
2008.  Available at:  http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/pdf./Framework.pdf.

 
Guidelines for Pandemic Emergency Preparedness Planning:  A Road Map for Courts.  

Washington, DC:  Task Force on Pandemic Preparedness Planning for the 
Courts.  U.S. Department of Justice, 2007.  Available at:  
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/pandemic/Pandemic_Road_Map.pdf.

 
Planning for Emergencies:  Immediate Events and Their Aftermath, a Guideline for 

Local Courts.  Alexandria, VA:  State Justice Institute, 2005.  Available at:  
http://www1.spa.american.edu/justice/documents/2151.pdf.

 
Position Paper on Emergency Preparedness in the State Courts.  Williamsburg, VA:  

Conference of State Court Administrators, 2006.  Available at: 
http://cosca.ncsc.dni.us/WhitePapers/EmergencyPreparednessStateCourts_D
ec06.pdf.

 

COURT PLANS AND STUDIES - ARIZONA 
 
Floor Warden Handbook:  Emergency Evacuation Team Training.  Phoenix, AZ:  

Department of Judicial Security.  Trial Courts of Arizona, 2005.  Available at:  
http://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/CourtSecurity/docs/FLWHandbook.pdf. 

 
Arizona Court Response to Public Health Emergencies.  Phoenix, AZ:  Supreme Court 

Arizona, 2006.  Available at:  
http://www.supreme.state.az.us/tac/Archives/FY07/061208/whitepaper.pdf.

 
Preparing for the Unthinkable:  A Report to the Arizona Judicial Council.  Phoenix, 

AZ:  Arizona Supreme Court, 2003.  Available at:  
http://www.georgiacourts.org/aoc/r_p_docs/Arizona%20Judicial%20Council%20
Preparing%20for%20the%20Unthinkable.pdf.

 
 

COURT PLANS AND STUDIES – SPECIFIC COURTS 
 
Alaska Court System Continuity of Operations Plan.  Anchorage, AK:  Alaska 

Supreme Court, 2007.  Available at:  
http://www.state.ak.us/courts/plans/operations.pdf.

 
Brevard County Judicial Policies and Procedures:  Hurricane Preparedness and 

Recovery Procedure.  Titusville, FL:  Brevard County, 2008.  Available at:  
http://webapps.flcourts18.org/intranet/documents/policys/SC%2013%20B%
20-%20Hurricane%20Preparedness%20&%20Recovery.doc. 

 
Business Contingency and Emergency Planning Procedures.  Lansing, MI:  State 

Court Administrative Office.  Michigan Supreme Court, 2004.  Available at:  
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http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Attachment_A_97106_7.pdf.
 
Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP):  Information and Instructions.  San Francisco, 

CA:  Judicial Council of California, 2007. 
 
Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP):  Jefferson Parish Juvenile Court.  Harvey, LA:  

Jefferson Parish Juvenile Court, 2007.  Available at:  
http://www.ncsconline.org/cms/stored_images/LAJeffParishcoop.pdf.

 
Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP):  Nebraska Supreme Court System.  Lincoln, 

NE:  Nebraska Administrative Office of the Courts, 2007.  Available at:  
http://www.supremecourt.ne.gov/rules/misc/COOP.pdf.

 
Court Continuity of Operation (COOP) Plan Template:  Supreme Court of Ohio.  

Columbus, OH:  Supreme Court of Ohio, 2009.  Available at:  
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/Boards/courtSecurity/COOPTemplate.pdf.
. 

Courthouse Preparedness for Public Health Emergencies:  Critical Issues for 
Bioterror/Biohazard Preparedness Planning.  Philadelphia, PA:  Administrative 
Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 2006.  Available at:  
http://www.prepare.pitt.edu/pdf./CourthousePrepBooklet.pdf.

 
Cowan, Gregory.  “Emergency Preparedness in the Florida Judicial Branch.”  19 Court 

Manager 27 (Spring 2004).  Available at:  
http://www.flcourts.org/gen_public/emergency/bin/court_manager_article.pdf.

 
Facilities Hurricane Preparations Procedures.  Miami-Dade County Administration, 

Office of the Courts, 2006.  Available at:  
http://www.abanet.org/crimjust/calendar/miamicourtsplan.pdf.

 
Florida State Courts Strategy for Pandemic Influenza:  Keeping the Courts Open in a 

Pandemic. Tallahassee, FL:  Unified Supreme Court. Branch Court Emergency 
Management Group, 2006.  Available at:  
http://www.flcourts.org/gen_public/emergency/bin/panflu_strategy.pdf.

 
Peterson, Eric R.  Emergency Preparedness and Continuity of Operations (COOP) 

Planning in the Federal Judiciary.  Washington, DC:  Congressional Research 
Service.  Library of Congress, 2005.  Available at:  
http://fas.org/sgp/crs/secrecy/RL31978.pdf.

 
Ringland, Pobert P.  Public Health Preparedness Bench Book:  A Guide for the Ohio 

Judiciary and Bar on Legal Preparedness for Public Health Emergencies and 
Routine Health Cases.  Batavia, OH:  Clermont County Court of Common 
Pleas, n.d.  Available at:  
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/Boards/courtSecurity/PandemicPrepareGu
ide.pdf.

 
Security and Emergency Preparedness.  Little Rock, AK:  Arkansas Judiciary, 2009.  

Available at:  https://courts.arkansas.gov/Security/index.cfm.
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DISASTER PLANNING FOR COURTS:  ARTICLES AND BOOKS 
 
“ABA Delegates Approve Model Court Rule Easing Practice Restrictions during 

Disasters.”  32 Montana Lawyer 12 (April 2007). 
 
Applebome Peter and Jonathan D. Glater.  “A Legal System in Shambles.”  New York 

Times A1 (September 9, 2005).  Available at:  
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/09/national/nationalspecial/09legal.html?_
r=1&ei=5070&en=d25f6e8570e74184&ex=1126929600&emc=eta1&pagewan
ted=print. 

 
Bernardino, Arthur J. et al.  Business Continuity Management Mini Guide.  

Williamsburg, VA:  National Association of Court Management, 2006.  
 
Birkland, Thomas A., and Carrie A. Schneider.  "Emergency Management in the 

Courts:  Trends after September 11 and Hurricane Katrina.”  28 Justice 
System Journal 20 (Winter 2007). 

 
Boland, Mary L.  “Will Your Criminal Justice System Function in the Next Disaster?” 

22 Criminal Justice Magazine 28 (Spring 2007).  Available at:    
http://www.abanet.org/crimjust/cjmag/22-1/Boland.pdf.

 
“Court Continuity of Operations Plans Get Assist.”  34 The Third Branch 1 (July 

2002).  Available at:  http://www.uscourts.gov/ttb/july02ttb/essentials.html. 
 
Cowan, Gregory et al.  “The Courts:  Guardians of Health and Liberty.”  35 Journal of 

Law, Medicine and Ethics S50 (Winter 2007). 
 
"Emergency Preparedness in the Judiciary."  33 The Third Branch 1 (November 

2001).  Available at:  http://www.uscourts.gov/ttb/nov01ttb/emergency.html. 
 
Hastings, Allison L.  Impact of 9/11 and Other Emergency Situations on Court 

Administration:  Report of Survey of Local Trial Courts.  Washington, DC:  
Justice Programs Office, School of Public Affairs, American University, 2003.  
Available at:  http://www1.spa.american.edu/justice/documents/1938.pdf.

 
Helgeson, Karen L.  "The Federal Judiciary Emergency Special Sessions Act of 2005:  

Allowing Ongoing Criminal Prosecutions during Crisis or Hindering Compliance 
with the Speedy Trial Act?"  92 Iowa Law Review 245 (November 2006).  

 
Hodge, James G. and Evan D. Anderson.  “Principles and Practice of Legal Triage 

during Public Health Emergencies.”  64 New York University Annual Survey of 
American Law 249 (2008).  

 
Huff, George B.  “Planning for Disasters:  Emergency Preparedness, Continuity 

Planning, and the Federal Judiciary.”  45 Judges Journal 7 (Winter 2006). 
 
Lash, Karen A. and Reilly Morse.  “Mitigating Disaster:  Lessons from Mississippi.”  77 

Mississippi Law Journal 895 (Spring 2008). 
 
Lemon, Ann Vial and George B. Huff.  “The Flood and the Legal Deluge.”  45 Judges 

Journal 8 (Winter 2006). 
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McDonough, Molly.  “Picking up the Pieces:  Gulf Coast Courts Rode out the Storm—

Now They’re Struggling to Come Back.”  ABA Journal (February 2006).  
Available at:  http://abajournal.com/magazine/picking_up_the_pieces/. 

 
Miranda, Teresa.  After the Dust Settles:  The Criminal Justice System in the 

Aftermath of a Terrorist Attack or Large Scale Disaster.  Alexandria, VA:  
National District Attorneys Association, n.d.  Available at:  
http://www.ndaa.org/pdf./after_the_dust_settles.pdf.

 
Murphy, Michael J., Anne M. Murphy, Maureen E. Conner and Linda Chezem.  "When 

Public Health Meets the Judiciary."  31 Journal of Law, Medicine and Ethics 
S54 (Winter 2003). 

 
“Planning for a Pandemic.”  38 The Third Branch 1 (December 2006).  Available at:  

http://www.uscourts.gov/ttb/12-06/planning/index.html. 
 
Preparing the Justice System for a Pandemic Influenza and Other Public Health 

Emergencies.  Washington, DC:  National Institute of Corrections, 2006.  
Available at:  http://www.nicic.org/Library/021484. 

 
Ray, Elizabeth.  “Diary of a Disaster:  Harris County Courts Cope with Aftermath of 

Allison.”  39 Houston Lawyer 18 (July/August 2001). 
 
Stier, Daniel D., Nicks, Diane and Cowan Gregory J.  “The Courts, Public Health and 

Legal Preparedness.”  97 American Journal of Public Health S69 (April 2007).  
Available at: 
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=1854991. 

 
Strandberg, Keith W.  "Disaster Preparedness."  Courts Today 4, No. 1 (January 

2006). 
 
“Weather Eye on the Courts.”  37 The Third Branch 2 (August 2005).  Available at:  

http://www.uscourts.gov/ttb/aug05ttb/weather/index.html. 
 

GENERAL MATERIALS  
Abandoned and Abused:  Complete Report.  New York, NY:  American Civil Liberties 

Union, 2006.  Available at:  
http://www.aclu.org/prison/conditions/26414pub20060809.html. 

 
Abbot, Ernest B. et al.  Draft Checklist for State and Local Government Attorneys to 

Prepare for Possible Disasters.  Washington, DC:  American Bar Association Task 
Force on Emergency Management and Homeland Security, 2003.  Available at:  
http://www.abanet.org/statelocal/disaster.pdf.

 
Background Materials on Disaster Preparedness.  ABA Criminal Justice Section 

Disaster Preparedness.  New Orleans, LA:  ABA Criminal Justice Section Disaster 
Preparedness and the Criminal Justice System Conference, 2006.  Available at:  
http://www.abanet.org/crimjust/calendar/disastermaterials.doc. 
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Bell, Judy Kay.  Disaster Survival Planning:  A Practical Guide for Businesses.  Port 
Hueneme, CA:  Disaster Survival Planning, 2000.  

 
Brown, Stephen.  “The Earth Moved.”  45 Judges Journal 12 (Winter 2006). 
 
Carter, Terry.  “Riding Out the Storm.”  ABA Journal (February 2006).  Available at:  

http://abajournal.com/magazine/riding_out_the_storm/
 
Cohn, Alan D.  “Mutual Aid:  Intergovernmental Agreements for Emergency 

Preparedness and Response.”  37 Urban Lawyer 1 (Winter 2005). 
Winter, 2005. 

 
Elliott, Dominic, Ethné Swartz and Brahim Herbane.  Business Continuity 

Management:  A Crisis Management Approach.  New York, NY:  Routledge, 2001. 
 
Gustin, Joseph F.  Disaster & Recovery Planning:  A Guide for Facility Managers.  

Lilburn, GA:  Prentice Hall, 2002. 
 
Jenkins, Craig.  “AO Hurricane Disaster Recovery Experience – 2005.”  4 FCCA 

Journal 11 (Winter 2006).  Available at:  http://www.fcca.ws/docs/Journal-
Winter2006.pdf.

Jones, Radford W. et al.  Critical Incident Protocol - A Public and Private Partnership. 
East Lansing, MI:  Michigan State University, School of Criminal Justice, 2000.  
Available at:  http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/odp/docs/cip.pdf.. 

 
Miller, Bill.  "CEOs Plan Network to Link Them in Attack:  Nationwide System to 

Speed Response."  Washington Post E01 (March 13, 2002). 
 
Robbins, Ira P.  “Lessons from Hurricane Katrina:  Prison Emergency Preparedness 

as a Constitutional Imperative.”  42 University of Michigan Journal of Law Reform 
1 (Fall 2008). 

 
Wood, Diane P.  “The Bedrock of Individual Rights in Times of Natural Disaster.”  51 

Howard Law Journal  747 (Spring 2008). 
 

WEB SITES 

Arizona Department of Homeland Security. 
http://www.azdohs.gov/. 
 
Arizona Division of Emergency Management. 
http://www.dem.azdema.gov/. 
 
Disaster Preparedness and Response.  Conservation Online.  Preservation 
Department of Stanford University Libraries. 
http://palimpsest.stanford.edu/bytopic/disasters/. 
 
Do You Have a Disaster Recovery Plan?  National Center for State Courts. 
http://www.ncsconline.org/What'sNew/NewsAlerts/NewsAlertHaveRecoveryPlan.html. 
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Emergency Court Information.  Arizona Supreme Court. 
http://www.supreme.state.az.us/status/. 
 
Emergency Preparedness.  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
http://www2a.cdc.gov/PHLP/EmergencyPrep.asp. 
 
Emergency Preparedness.  Florida State Courts.  
http://www.flcourts.org/gen_public/emergency/index.shtml. 
 
Emergency Preparedness: Resource Guide.  National Center for State Courts. 
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/CourTopics/ResourceGuide.asp?topic=BusDis. 
 
Get Disaster Information.  Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
http://www.fema.gov/. 
 
Law Firm Crisis Management Resources: A Bibliography.  American Bar Association. 
www.abanet.org/barserv/disaster/disasterbiblio.html. 
 
Pandemic Flu Information.  Arizona Department of Health Services. 
http://www.azdhs.gov/pandemicflu/index.htm. 
 
PandemicFlu.gov. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/. 
 
Preparing the Justice System for a Pandemic Influenza:  Resources.  Bureau of 
Justice Assistance. 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/pandemic/resources.html. 
 
Preparing the Justice System for a Pandemic Influenza and Other Public Health 
Emergencies.  Bureau of Justice Assistance. 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/pandemic/pandemic_main.html. 
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