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MESSAGE FROM CHIEF ERIC MEAUX

We are pleased to share the Maricopa County Juvenile Probation Annual Data Book for Fiscal Year
2025. This publication presents information and statistical trends to provide transparency and share
general information with the community we serve. Additionally, the Data Book serves as a valuable
resource for external agencies and public safety partners.
 
This year’s report covers fiscal years 2019 through 2025. We intentionally included pre-pandemic data
to allow for clearer comparisons and a more comprehensive understanding of annual trends over time.
The information presented offers a broad overview of delinquency referrals, youth demographics, the
juvenile justice system’s response to delinquency, and the resources allocated to serve youth.

The Annual Data Book complements the FY2025 Annual Report – Inspire, Innovate, and Impact by
providing a deeper, data-driven review of our juvenile justice services and trends over the past seven
years. While the FY2025 Annual Report appropriately highlights the accomplishments of the dedicated
men and women of the Juvenile Probation Department, this Data Book offers the comprehensive data
that supports those stories.

I encourage readers to review the published FY2025 Annual Report to further appreciate and
understand the important work and accomplishments of MCJPD. It is our dedicated employees who
come to work each day to make a positive difference in the lives of youth while supporting public
safety throughout our community.

Lastly, I would like to thank all staff within the Data, Integrity, and Analysis Unit for their commitment
and hard work in making this report possible.

 Sincerely,

Eric Meaux
Chief for the Maricopa County Juvenile Probation Department 
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Fiscal year 2025 marks the 37th year of this publication. The data and information presented are derived
primarily from the Maricopa County Judicial Branch’s integrated Court Information System (iCIS). The
publication provides information about youth (ages 8 through 17) that have been referred for an alleged
delinquency. Where feasible, the FY2025 information includes seven-year trends to retain the comparison to
pre-pandemic numbers. Overall, the report contains information related to the many areas of work done by the
Juvenile Probation Department including:

Delinquency Referrals                         
Youth Referred
First Time Offenders
Detention Services
Diversion (Court avoidance)

Community Supervision (Probation)
Community Services and Restoration
Treatment Services Provided
Commitments to State Juvenile Corrections
General Recidivism

It is important to note that not all the data presented represents youth who entered the system during FY2025.
Some youth may have been referred in a prior fiscal year and the matter was disposed in FY2025. This is
consistent throughout all prior Data Books.
 
The number of youth referred to the court and involved in the juvenile justice system is influenced by several
factors. These factors include the arrest and referral practices of law enforcement, county prosecution decision-
making, and relevant State laws. In addition, changes in the County population of youth aged 8 through 17 can
influence the number of delinquency referrals. Estimates from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention indicate that the youth population of Maricopa County continues to increase. While FY2025 marks
the fourth consecutive year of increase in delinquency referrals, the number of referrals is lower than the
seven-year period high in FY2019.  

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau State and Counties Quick Facts 2025, Population 2024 Estimate U.S. Census Bureau: State and County QuickFacts. Data derived from
Population Estimates, American Community Survey, Census of Population and Housing, State and County Housing Unit Estimates, County Business Patterns,
Nonemployee Statistics, Economic Census, Survey of Business Owners, Building Permits, Consolidated Federal Funds Report. County youth population obtained from:
Puzzanchera, C., Sladky, A. and Kang, W. (2025). "Easy Access to Juvenile Populations: 1990-2023." Online. Available: https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezapop/

State, County, and
Demographic Statistics

Maricopa is the 4th most
populated county in the
nation (population
4,420,568)

Phoenix is the county seat  
and the largest city in the
state with a population of
1,608,139

There are approximately
496 residents per square
mile in Maricopa County 

Maricopa County

Arizona is the sixth
largest state in the nation
geographically (113,998
sq. miles)

15 counties with a total
state population of
7,582,384

Approximately 58% of
Arizona's population
resides in Maricopa
County

State of Arizona

Youth aged 8 - 17 years
old account for 13.3% of
the total county
population (597,360
youth)

Male and female youth
are almost equally
distributed with
approximately 51%
males (305,480) and 49%
females (291,880)

Youth Population
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10,691
Referrals 

8,084
Youth Referred 

131
Limited Jurisdiction
Cases**

597,360
Maricopa County
Youth Population
(Ages 8 - 17
years)*

5,870
New Diversion
Cases

2,300
Detention Admissions

158
Average Daily
Population

24.7
Average Stay Days

4,147
Delinquency
Petitions (Does
not include
petitions in
Adult) 

1,486
New Cases Placed on
Standard Probation 

190
New Cases Placed on
Intensive Probation

Department of
Juvenile Corrections

89
Youth Committed 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY               

Adult Prosecutions

139
Juvenile Direct Files 

0
Transfer

*Source: Puzzanchera, C., Sladky, A. and Kang, W. (2025). "Easy Access to Juvenile Populations: 1990-2023." Online. Available:
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezapop/
**Since FY2017, the Department does not include referrals handled exclusively by a limited jurisdiction court in the overall referral count.  
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1.4%
Percentage of the
estimated county
youth population
(597,360) that were
referred 8,084 in
FY2025 

What are Referrals? 
Referrals are essentially the police report that represents an allegation that a youth committed a violation
of the law. Some referrals may include matters of incorrigible behavior or reports from Juvenile Probation
that allege a violation of Court Orders. 

Who submits Referrals and how? 
Referrals submitted by law enforcement are received either when a youth is brought to Juvenile Probation
while the youth is in custody or following the decision by law enforcement to not retain physical custody.
Referrals may also be submitted while the youth is currently in physical custody. Youth referred while in
physical custody are transported to secure detention resulting in a potential transfer of custody to the
Department. These latter referrals are represented as “screened” referrals.

Youth Referred in FY 2025
Youth Referred is the number of unduplicated
youth referred in a given year. The number of
youth referred in FY2025 was 8,084 and the
total referrals generated were 10,691. Total
referrals increased 5% from FY2024 keeping the
average number of referrals per youth at 1.32,
same as in FY2024.  

1 | REFERRALS RECEIVED 
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Referrals Received               1

57% of all referrals resulted in the police releasing the
youth to their parents/guardian.  
 

Paper Referral
Youth are released to their parents/ guardian at the
discretion of the arresting police agency. The police
report (referral) is sent to the Juvenile Court and the
County Attorney for review. Paper referral Includes
matters disposed and sent from another jurisdiction
and referrals sent directly to adult court. 

15% of referrals were Citations. 

Citation
Youth are issued citations (e.g. curfew or traffic
ticket) and released to their parents/ guardian.

How Youth are Referred - FY2025

Total Referrals - 10,691
Paper Referral (out of custody) - 6,116 

Citation (out of custody) - 1,643 

Not Detained (in custody) - 1,527

Detained (in custody) - 1,405

DATA BOOK Fiscal  Year  2021 8

27.4% of all referrals resulted in the youth
being brought to the juvenile detention
facility. 

In Custody, Screened, and Not Detained
Youth are transported to detention by police,
screened by intake staff, and released to their
parents/ guardian. The matter is reviewed by county
attorney. 52.1% were screened and released. 

In Custody, Screened and Detained 
Youth are transported to detention by police,
screened by intake staff, and detained pending a
hearing within 24 hours. The matter is reviewed by
the county attorney. 47.9% of those screened were
detained. 

1 | REFERRALS RECEIVED 
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Referrals Received               1

Offense Severity 
There are hundreds of different offenses that are referred each year. Offenses are grouped into eight
categories. These categories are organized by severity type. Below are the main eight types in descending
order of severity with an example of some of the included offenses: 

1 | REFERRALS RECEIVED 
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Referrals Received               1

7-Year Trend: Referrals Received by Offense Severity 

The 7-year trend for each offense severity by fiscal year is based on the number of referrals in the
respective offense category. The highest number of referrals received was in the category of Public Peace
(2,907) followed by Misdemeanor Person offenses (2,024). 

Overall, there was about 5% increase in the referrals received from FY2024 (10,189 referrals) to FY2025
(10,691 referrals). There was about a 5% decline in referrals received in the 7-year period from FY2019
(11,274 referrals) to FY2025 (10,691 referrals).

1 | REFERRALS RECEIVED 
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Referrals Received               1
 
The following tables show the most common Referral and Petitioned offenses in FY2025. The most
common offenses are based on the most serious charge submitted by law enforcement for referrals and
charged by the county attorney's office for petitioned offenses.  Violations of probation are included in the
total count of referrals and petitions overall but are not included in the top ten as they are more reflective
of the youth’s adherence to conditions of probation than law abiding behavior.

DATA BOOK Fiscal  Year 2025 13 |  BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

1 | REFERRALS RECEIVED 



Referrals Received               1

Top 10 Most Common Referrals FY2019-FY2025 Ranked
The following chart ranks the referral type category based on the number of referrals submitted relative to that
type. While referrals in the top ten can vary from year to year, some of the top offenses FY2025 have been in
the top ten for the last seven years even as they varied in the ranking (Simple Assault, Misdemeanor Shoplifting,
Assault - Domestic Violence, and Disorderly Conduct).
 
The ten most common referrals represent approximately 55% of all referrals in FY2025. Simple assault
continued to be the most common referral type received followed by Shoplifting-Misdemeanor and Disorderly
Conduct offenses. Marijuana Possession* was the fourth most common referral followed by Assault-Domestic
Violence (Assault-DV). Theft Means of Transportation dropped from the top 10 list in FY2025 while Disturbing
Peace-DV was back in the top 10 list from the 8  spot in the FY2023 list. Aggravated Assault-Felony referral
type has been steadily climbing up in rank from 10  spot in FY2022 to 7  place in FY2025.

th

th th

1 | REFERRALS RECEIVED 
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*The Smart and Safe Arizona Act approved by Arizona voters in November of 2020 changed the penalties for possession and consumption
of marijuana for youth under the age of 21 from a felony to civil (1st offense), petty (2nd offense) and misdemeanor (3rd and subsequent
offense) violations. Effective July 1, 2021, Administrative Order No. 2021-080 ordered that the Juvenile Court shall retain jurisdiction over
civil marijuana violations.  This means that all marijuana violations for youth in Maricopa County are sent to the Juvenile Court.



This section characterizes individual youth (unduplicated). For youth who were referred more than once
during the fiscal year, information from the first referral received in the fiscal year is reported.
Demographic and related characteristics of the 8,084 youth that were referred in FY2025 have been shared
in this section.  

Males were involved in proportionately more felony person and felony property offenses than females.
Females on the other hand, were involved in proportionally more misdemeanor person, misdemeanor
property and status offenses than males. 

2 | CHARACTERISTICS OF YOUTH
REFERRED
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Characteristics of Youth
Referred                                           2             

Most of the youth referred in FY2025 were 15 years of age or older (70%) excluding youth aged 18 years
old. The most common referral type for youth between the ages of 8 and 14 years old was misdemeanor
person. The most common referral type for youth aged 15 years and up was public peace. 

2 | CHARACTERISTICS OF YOUTH
REFERRED
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Characteristics of Youth
Referred                                           2             
Race and ethnicity information below reflects youth referred in FY2025 and compares it with the
estimated 2023 race/ethnicity distribution (latest available) of youth aged 8 through 17 in Maricopa
County**. 

2 | CHARACTERISTICS OF YOUTH
REFERRED
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3 | FIRST TIME OFFENDERS

A First Time Offender is defined as any youth who did
not have a record in the Maricopa County Juvenile
Justice System at the time of referral.* 
 
The Most Common Offenses noted for first time
offenders in FY 2025 were:

Public Peace - includes disorderly conduct, giving
false information (29% of first referrals)

Misdemeanor Property - includes shoplifting and
criminal damage (21%)

Misdemeanor Person - includes simple assault,
domestic violence (20%)

Repeat Offenders are those youth whose first referral in the respective fiscal year is the second or
subsequent complaint for the individual. This means the youth previously has been in contact with the
Maricopa County Juvenile Justice System. 
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*The youth could have a referral in another county, but no prior referral history within Maricopa County Juvenile Justice System (not
including City and Justice Courts.



First Time Offenders             3

The following graphs cover demographic characteristics including gender, age, and race/ethnicity of the
first and repeat offenders in FY2025.

First time offenders are more likely to commit diversion-eligible offenses and therefore, less likely to have
a petition filed in Juvenile Court.   

The proportion of male to female first referral offenders has remained consistent since FY2007. The
greater proportion of male to female repeat offenders has also stayed consistent over the same time. 

3 | FIRST TIME OFFENDERS
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First Time Offenders             3

Most of the youth served by the Juvenile Court and Juvenile Probation tend to be older. In FY2025,
approximately 66% of the first referrals involved youth aged 15 years or older (excluding 18-year-olds)
and 82% of all repeat offenders were in that same age group.   

3 | FIRST TIME OFFENDERS
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Detention                                         4            

Youth may be held in detention for both juvenile and adult matters (see page 23 and the Glossary for
further information). The table below provides a breakout of both groups of youth. The overall average
length of stay declined from 29 days in FY2024 to 25 days in FY2025. The overall average daily population
remained unchanged at 158 youth over the same period. 

Detention is a temporary holding facility for youth that have been determined to be a risk to the
community, themselves,  or are a risk for failing to appear for a future court date. Once a youth is brought
to detention, an assessment is conducted to determine whether the youth should be detained or released
to an appropriate adult. Youth brought to detention and detained will have a hearing before a Judicial
Officer within 24 hours of admission. In FY2025, 3,855 youth were brought to Detention (some multiple
times during the year) resulting in 2,300 (~60%) admissions.
 

4 | DETENTION 
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Detention                                         4            

Youth may be detained more than once in a given fiscal year. The graph below shows the number of
detentions by age. Detentions among the older youth (aged 15 years to 17 years) represent majority of the
detentions - 79% (1,828) of all detentions in FY2025. Youth aged 17 years old represent the highest
number of youth in detention of all age groups. 

4 | DETENTION 
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Detention                                         4            

Effective December 21, 2021, unless found by a court to be in the interest of justice, juveniles who are
being charged and tried as adults should be held in a juvenile facility. In FY2025, 99 youth were in
detention pending adult charges. The average length of stay for youth pending adult charges was
approximately 201 days and the average daily population was 37 youth.  

4 | DETENTION 
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YOUTH PENDING ADULT CHARGES

1



Diversion                                             5
An Alternative to Formal Court Involvement      

Youth referred for minor violations of the law that fall under preset conditions set forth by the County
Attorney’s Office are typically diverted from formal court involvement. This reduces the likelihood of
moving further into the juvenile justice system. Youth must meet the following requirements to be
approved for a diversion:  

Acknowledge responsibility for the delinquent act; 

Participate in a Diversion appointment, unpaid community service work and/or an approved education,
rehabilitation or supervision program or counseling; or

Pay restitution to the victim(s) when requested; or 

Pay a monetary assessment when required. 

Minor violations are typically misdemeanor and status offenses. The office of the County Attorney will not
file formal charges if the eligible youth comply with the diversion agreement requirements. In case of
non-compliance, the County Attorney will review the case and decide on the appropriate action which may
include the filing of a petition alleging delinquency. 

5,870 Diversions started in FY2025. A youth could be placed on diversion more than once during a fiscal
year. The unduplicated count of youth that started diversion in FY2025 (5,321) was used to show gender
and race/ethnicity breakdown on the following page.   

5 | DIVERSION 
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Diversions started in FY2025 by Age 



62% 38%

Diversion                                             5
An Alternative to Formal Court Involvement      

Diversion Population By Gender in FY2025

Race/Ethnicity of Youth that started Diversion in FY2025

5 | DIVERSION 
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3,286 male youth started
3,617 diversions in FY2025.

2,035 female youth started
2,253 diversions in FY2025.



Diversion                                             5
An Alternative to Formal Court Involvement      

Youth could be required to complete more than one consequence for a single referral, and two referrals
could be dealt with simultaneously with the same consequence. As a result, the annual number of
consequences will often be more than the number of youth.

In FY2025, 3,898 youth were given a total of 9,222 consequences for 4,206 diversion eligible referrals and
citations. The graph below details the 8,401 consequences that were closed out in FY2025. Overall, 96%
of the 8,401 diversion consequences were completed and 4% were not completed at the end of FY2025. 

5 | DIVERSION 
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80%

20%

Youth may be retained under the jurisdiction of the Juvenile Court beyond the age of 18 up to age 19 if the
youth has been adjudicated delinquent and is at least age 17. In FY2025 there were 382 notices of
extended jurisdiction filed by the County Attorney for 344 youth. The average age of these youth was 17.5
years at the time the notice of extended jurisdiction was filed. 

6 | EXTENDED JURISDICTION 
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Extended Jurisdiction  

276
 Males

68 
Females

Youth on Extended Jurisdiction 
Disposition of Notices of

Extended Jurisdiction 

*Other includes youth with unknown and/or missing race/ethnicity information.



Community Supervision      6

In FY2025, there were 1,676 dispositions for probation supervision. Youth were counted each time they are
dispositioned to standard, short-term standard or intensive probation during the fiscal year. Approximately,
89% (1,486) were for Standard and Short-Term Probation and 11% (190) were for Intensive Probation.

The number of active Standard Probation cases increased approximately 11% from 2,312 in FY2024 to
2,558 in FY2025. The number of active Intensive Probation cases increased approximately 6% from 291 in
FY2024 to 308 in FY2025.  

7 | COMMUNITY SUPERVISION
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New Placements on Probation

Total Population on Probation in FY2025**

**Youth with multiple probation instances during the fiscal year were counted for each probation instance.



77% 23%

93% 7%

Average days on probation is calculated for the youth on probation that were released in FY2025. The
average number of days supervised went up for both Standard and for Intensive Probation.

7 | COMMUNITY SUPERVISION
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n=1,486
Standard Probation

n=190
Intensive Probation

The following graphs show characteristics of the 1,676 placements on Short-Term Standard, Standard and
Intensive probation in FY2025. The prior referrals are based on the first time a youth is placed on Short-
Term Standard, Standard and Intensive Probation in the year.



Community Supervision      67 | COMMUNITY SUPERVISION
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Victim & Community
Restitution                                 7

The proportion of victims who were provided the needed case updates and notifications increased by
approximately 9% in FY2025. This is similar to the overall increase in referrals for FY2025.

Victim Notifications 

Various options are available to hold youth accountable. Typical opportunities include:
Victim restitution,
Community restitution work (paid and unpaid), 
Payment of a fine or
Attendance at a class or program that addresses a particular problem. 

In addition to varying levels of supervision and other programming intended to hold youth accountable,
youth may also be required to complete various tasks specific to the harm caused to victims. While not
inclusive, the opportunities include paying victim restitution, performing unpaid community service hours,
performing community service hours that results in restitution paid to victims, completion of a letter of
apology, or driver’s education class. In addition to contributing toward the restoration of harm caused, the
activities also provide an opportunity to learn valuable skills, improve capacity for positive social
interactions, and strengthen social confidence.
 
The graphs on the following page illustrate the type and volume of these activities. "Hours Completed"
may include hours that were assigned in a prior fiscal year.    

Accountability and Restoration
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Victim & Community
Restitution                                 78 | VICTIM & COMMUNITY RESTITUTION
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Community Service Hours provide diversion and probation youth the opportunity to take responsibility through
community service work hours or earn funds toward victim restitution. The table below shows the completed paid
and unpaid hours by fiscal year. In FY2025, youth earned $43,185 towards their ordered restitution.



Treatment Services               8

Youth may receive treatment, education and/or intervention services. To maximize resources, all youth are
screened for behavioral health coverage through the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System
(AHCCCS), the Regional Behavioral Health Authority (RBHA), and/or the parent/guardian’s private
insurance. If a youth is enrolled or eligible for these benefits, the Department will assist the family in
obtaining necessary services by aiding in the coordination of care. 
 
In the event a youth does not have benefits for behavioral health services, the Department will provide
access to various levels of service from prevention-oriented services to more intensive services involving
court ordered out of home placement. A youth is placed in an appropriate level of service based on
identified risk and need. 

The provision of services referenced below reflect those services that were authorized and funded by the
Department either in lieu of or in addition to other funding sources mentioned above. Risk levels refer to a
youth's risk to re-offend. Risk and needs are assessed using the Arizona Youth Assessment System.

9 | TREATMENT SERVICES
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30

Treatment Services               8

Services funded by the Department

9 | TREATMENT SERVICES

 Out-of-Home Care 

143 youth received 14,837 days of Out-of-Home services.

32 youth received 5,124 days of Sexually Abusive Behavior Out-of-Home services.

7 youth received 597 days of Substance Use Disorder Out-of-Home services.

68 youth received 6,433 days of General Mental Health Out-of-Home services.

These programs are designed to improve or stabilize youth to treat presenting medical and behavioral
health needs. The program models include a family component and work on the specific presenting issues
for the youth. Youth could obtain more than one out-of-home care service during a fiscal year.

Drug Testing Services

1,795 youth received 27,233 drug tests on 27,038 samples provided.

Youth are tested for various substances deemed illegal (or not prescribed to an individual youth), which
may include marijuana, cocaine, methamphetamines, amphetamines, alcohol, ecstasy, opiates, and spice.
Multiple tests may be completed on a single sample.

Evaluation and Diagnosis Services

552 youth received 1,140 evaluations.

These types of services include assessments and psychological evaluations which can assist in determining
any presenting issues, the youth's amenability to treatment and possible treatment interventions. 
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Outpatient Mental Health 
  

183 youth received 1,541 hours of outpatient mental health services.

Appropriate interventions in individual, family, and/or non-family groups address the youth’s cognitive,
social or behavioral issues, including a wide range of personal, interpersonal, situational and functional
problems. 



Treatment Services               8

Outpatient Substance Use Disorder Services 

45 youth received 597 days out of home care, 21 evaluations and 289 counseling hours.

These services address the youth’s substance use disorder, dependence or addiction in individual, family
and/or group settings. This group of outpatient services also includes Substance Use Disorder
Assessments, which provides a comprehensive evaluation of the youth’s substance use and
recommendations for the least restrictive level of care.

 Sexually Abusive Behaviors Services  

108 youth received 82 evaluations, 18 assessments, 732 weeks of out of home care, and 5,597 hours of
counseling. 

Services are designed to address specific needs and treatment goals related to this population of youth.
Additionally, these services are intended to reduce the need for more intensive services as well as to
improve the youth's pro-social functioning. These services include a thorough and holistic psychological
evaluation, the purpose of which is to assess and diagnose a youth's overall cognitive and developmental,
emotional, behavioral, trauma, and/or psychological conditions. This evaluation will also identify
problematic sexual behavior patterns, etiology of the behavior, dynamic risk factors and treatment goals;
as well as describe type and intensity of treatment, at the least restrictive level of care by which these
treatment goals can be addressed.

9 | TREATMENT SERVICES
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Commitments to Juvenile
Corrections                                9

Youth may be dispositioned to ADJC multiple times within the fiscal year. Commitments and re-awards are
unduplicated within each category. Beginning in FY2022, commitments and re-awards were consolidated
into a single category.

Commitment to the Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections (ADJC) is recommended for those youth
who pose a threat to public safety or who engage in a pattern of behavior characterized by persistent
high-risk factors or chronic referrals and other alternatives cannot be considered. 

Committed-means a youth is dispositioned to ADJC for the first time.
Re-Awarded-means a youth is dispositioned to ADJC subsequently.

Youth that exhibit chronic incorrigible or nuisance type behavior are generally not considered appropriate
for commitment. A youth must be adjudicated of a delinquent offense (misdemeanor or felony), or if on
probation, have a violation of probation with history of not following probation conditions. Youth
committed to ADJC are generally at a high risk to reoffend. In FY2025, 76% of the youth committed to
ADJC were assessed as high risk to reoffend and 1% assessed as low risk to reoffend according to the
Arizona Youth Assessment System. 
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CORRECTIONS
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10 | COMMITMENTS TO JUVENILE
CORRECTIONS

DATA BOOK Fiscal  Year 2025  37 |  BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS



Recidivism is one of the most used measures regarding how a youth has responded to their supervision
and interventions. For this report, recidivism is measured as a new referral received by the Juvenile Court
within 365 days of the previous referral. Several different points within the juvenile justice system are
tracked in the following pages.  Overall, the following graphs show that most of the youth do not receive a
subsequent referral.

It is important that all youth in the analysis have an entire year to recidivate so that the success rate is a
representation of all the youth with an equal chance of success. As a result, youth 17 years of age or older
at the time of referral or completion are not included. Additionally, status offenses, administrative
offenses, and violations of probation are excluded from the recidivism calculation.  

The graph below looks at referrals received in the prior fiscal year and shows the percentage of youth who
remained referral free for 365 days following the first referral in that prior fiscal year. 

First Timers includes only youth who generated their first referral in Maricopa County in that prior  
fiscal year and had no subsequent referrals with 365 days. 
All Youth includes both First Timers and youth who may have had prior referrals to the Maricopa
County Juvenile Justice System.

11 | RECIDIVISM
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Among the youth who had a referral in FY2024, 83% of first timers and 75% of all youth did not have a
subsequent delinquent referral within 365 days of the initial referral. 



Recidivism                               1011 | RECIDIVISM
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The graph below shows the percentage of youth who successfully completed Diversion in one year and
were not referred for a new delinquent offense for 365 days following completion. In FY2024,
approximately 84% of youth did not have a new referral and 94% did not have a new felony referral within
365 days following Diversion completion. Youth that were 17 years of age or older at the time of
completion were not included. 

Diversion - An Alternative to Formal Court Involvement



The graph below shows the percentage of youth that were supervised on Standard or Intensive probation
within the respective fiscal year and did not have a subsequent referral during that fiscal year while on
probation.

Community Supervision - Probation
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The graph below shows proportions of youth who completed supervision within the fiscal year and did not
receive a new delinquent referral within 365 days of completion. In FY2024, 72% of youth did not have a
new referral and 84% did not have a new felony referral within 365 days of being released from Probation.
Youth that were 17 years of age or older at the time of completion were not included.  



Appendix A | Workload
and Youth Referred
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Table A.1.3 Prior Referrals by Race/Ethnicity

Table A.1.4 Percent of Referrals by Type FY2019 - FY2025 
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Appendix B | Referrals Received

Most severe referral offenses are collapsed into similar categories for ease of reporting. There are over
4,000 offenses in the Arizona Revised Statute. The Department has developed a collapse file which
categorizes these offenses down to 163. These 163 are then grouped in the following tables (A.2-A.9) by
the severity categories from page 10.
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Appendix C | Referral Source
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Overall, the total number of referrals is down approximately 8% from 11,578 referrals in FY2019 to 10,691
in FY2025. Mesa Police Department had the highest number of referrals in FY2025. The change in the
number of referrals doesn’t take into account respective population and demographic changes over the
same time period. 
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This table focuses on the twenty zip codes in Maricopa County that generated the most referrals in
FY2025. Note that it portrays the zip code where the youth lived at the time of the offense, not the zip
code where the offense took place. The zip codes are ranked 1 through 20 for FY2025 and compared to
their ranking and the total number of referrals seven years earlier in FY2019.
 
The last column shows the percent change from FY2019 to FY2025. The total referrals from these twenty
zip codes have increased by approximately 6% from 3,897 referrals in FY2019 to 4,140 referrals in FY2025.
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Below is a breakdown of Referrals to the Maricopa Juvenile Court from residents of Arizona Counties
outside Maricopa.
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Appendix D | School Districts

School data is based on the school district the juvenile was attending at the time of referral regardless of
whether the juvenile is currently enrolled. Therefore, counts are based on referrals not juveniles. A given
juvenile may be counted multiple times in one district or may be counted in more than one district during
the year. Totals from all districts will not match the total referrals due to missing or incomplete school
data on any given referral record. 
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Appendix E | Detention
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Adjudication Hearing: In Juvenile Court, the adjudication hearing is the proceeding in which evidence and
testimony is presented to determine if a juvenile is found to be a delinquent, incorrigible or dependent
youth. The hearing is formal and is attended by the judicial officer, county attorney, defense attorney and
the juvenile. The parents/guardians and a juvenile probation officer may also attend, along with any
victims or witnesses required. The adjudication hearing is sometimes compared to the trial process in
adult court, without the jury. In some respects, an "adjudication" for a delinquent offense is the Juvenile
Court's equivalent of a "criminal conviction" in adult court.
 
Advisory Hearing: A formal court hearing wherein the juvenile is advised of the charges against him/her,
advised of his/her rights and asked if he/she wishes to be represented by a lawyer. A parent must be
present in court with the juvenile. The adult system counterpart is the arraignment. There are two types of
advisory hearings: detained and non-detained.
 
Adult Court: Adult court has been defined in statute as the appropriate justice court, municipal court or
criminal division of superior court with jurisdiction to hear offenses committed by adults. In addition,
Statute specifies that juveniles who commit certain offenses, are chronic felony offenders, or have
historical prior convictions, must be prosecuted in the adult court and if convicted, are subject to adult
sentencing laws.
 
Adult Probation: Adult probation is a function of the judicial branch of government, and has as its primary
responsibility the community-based supervision of adults convicted of criminal offenses who are not
sentenced to prison. Juveniles prosecuted as adults and who are placed on probation are placed on adult
probation.
 
Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections (ADJC): ADJC is operated by the executive branch and is the
juvenile counterpart of the Department of Corrections (DOC). ADJC operates facilities and programs
primarily aimed at more serious juvenile offenders committed to their care and custody by the Juvenile
Court. ADJC operates secure correctional facilities, community-based after care programs and juvenile
parole.

Chronic Felony Offender: A chronic felony offender is statutorily defined as a juvenile who on two prior
separate occasions was adjudicated delinquent for an offense that would have been comparable to a
felony offense had the juvenile been prosecuted as an adult, and who commits a third felony offense. The
county attorney is required by statute to bring criminal prosecution in adult court against all juveniles 15
years of age or older who are charged with committing a third felony offense. The county attorney has
discretion to also indict 14-year-old juveniles as chronic felony offenders and to prosecute them as adults.
 
Citation: A citation is a police complaint that is written for lesser offenses and that may be resolved
through Diversion, Citation Court, or a City Court.

Glossary

Juvenile Justice Terms
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Community Restitution: When used as a "diversion" consequence, community restitution is unpaid work
performed by a juvenile who admits to the delinquency or incorrigible charges and is eligible to have
his/her prosecution "diverted" by the county attorney. Community restitution may also be a condition of
juvenile probation. Community restitution work may involve such things as graffiti abatement, litter
cleanup or any other public or private community assistance project under the supervision of the juvenile
probation department. Finally, funding is available for diversion and probation youth to allow them to
complete community restitution and “earn” money that is paid towards ordered restitution. 

Complaint: By statute, a complaint is a written statement or report, normally prepared by a law
enforcement officer and submitted under oath to the Juvenile Court or the Superior Court, alleging that a
youth has violated the law. It is also called a "delinquency complaint" or "referral".
 
Delinquent Youth: A delinquent youth (juvenile) is a juvenile that admits to or has been adjudicated of an
offense that would be considered a crime if they were an adult. 
 
Detention: Detention is specifically defined as the temporary confinement of a youth in a physically
restricting facility, surrounded by a locked and physically restrictive secure barrier, with restricted ingress
and egress. Youth are typically held in detention pending court hearings for purposes of public protection,
for their own protection, for another jurisdiction, or to ensure that they attend the hearing.
 
Discretionary Filings: Arizona law permits the county attorney to prosecute a juvenile in adult court if the
juvenile is fourteen years of age or older and is accused of certain serious crimes. In addition, criminal
prosecution may be brought against any juvenile with a prior conviction in adult court.   (A.R.S. § 13-501)
 
Disposition Hearing: A disposition hearing determines interventions/consequences imposed on a juvenile
that has been adjudicated delinquent. The hearing is comparable to a "sentencing hearing" in the adult
criminal court.

Diversion: Diversion is a process by which formal court action (prosecution) is averted. In Diversion,
juveniles accept responsibility for their actions and perform interventions/consequences assigned by a JPO.
By statute, the county attorney has sole discretion to divert prosecution for juveniles accused of
committing any incorrigible or delinquent offense.
 
Extended Jurisdiction: If the state files a notice of intent to retain jurisdiction when proceedings are
commenced pursuant to section 8-301, paragraph 1 or 2, the court shall retain jurisdiction over a youth
who is at least 17 years of age and who has been adjudicated a delinquent youth until the youth reaches
19 years of age, unless before the youth's 19th birthday either:

1. Jurisdiction is terminated by order of the court
2.The youth is discharged from jurisdiction of the department of juvenile corrections pursuant to section

41-2820

Juvenile Justice Terms
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Incorrigible Youth: Juveniles who commit offenses which would not be considered crimes if they were
committed by adults are called status offenders (incorrigible youth). Typically, incorrigible youth are
juveniles who refuse to obey the reasonable and proper directions of their parents or guardians. Juveniles
who are habitually truant from school, run away from home, or violate curfew are considered to be
incorrigible.

Juvenile Intensive Probation Supervision (JIPS): Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S. § 8-351) defines JIPS as "a
program...of highly structured and closely supervised juvenile probation…which emphasizes surveillance,
treatment, work, education and home detention." A primary purpose of JIPS is to reduce the commitments
to the Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections (ADJC) and other institutional or out-of-home
placements. Statute requires that all juveniles adjudicated for a second felony offense must be placed on
JIPS, committed to ADJC, or sent to adult court.

Pending Juvenile Charges/Pending Adult Charges: Effective December 21, 2021, unless found by a court to
be in the interest of justice, juveniles who are being charged and tried as adults should be held in a
juvenile facility. The majority of the information presented for detention reflects the combined results
except as noted.

Petition: A "petition" is a legal document filed in the Juvenile Court alleging that a juvenile is a delinquent
or a dependent child and requesting that the court assume jurisdiction over the youth. The petition
initiates the formal court hearing process of the Juvenile Court. The county attorney, who determines what
charges to bring against the juvenile, prepares the delinquent petition.

Recommendation Matrix: It is a decision-making tool that incorporates risk as determined by the Arizona
Youth Assessment System (AZYAS) score, and seriousness of offense, enabling probation officers to utilize
a research-based approach in identifying the least restrictive available disposition option.

Referrals: Referrals can be made by police, parents, school officials, probation officers or other agencies or
individuals requesting that the Juvenile Court assume jurisdiction over the juvenile's conduct. Referrals can
be "paper referrals" issued as citations or police reports or "physical referrals" as in an actual arrest and
custody by law enforcement. Juveniles may have multiple referrals during any given year or over an
extended period of time between the ages of eight and seventeen. 

Restorative Justice: A philosophical framework asserting that every offense hurts the particular individual
victim and the community as a whole. It holds that the offender needs to repair that harm and restore a
sense of safety to the community in exchange for the community welcoming the offender back into full
community acceptance; it also holds that the offender's skills should be positively enhanced in the process.
The three areas of focus are the Victim Restoration (community & individual), Offender Accountability and
Offender Competence.
 

Juvenile Justice Terms
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Standard Probation: A program of conditional freedom granted by the Juvenile Court to an adjudicated
juvenile on the condition of compliance with court ordered conditions. Standard probation is considered a
less restrictive disposition than Juvenile Intensive Probation supervision. 

Transfer Hearing: A formal court hearing comprised of two phases: Probable Cause and Transfer. During
the Probable Cause phase, the Court decides if it is probable that the juvenile may have committed the
alleged offense(s). During the Transfer phase, the Court decides which venue will best suit the juvenile and
public safety for prosecution of the juvenile; Juvenile Court or Adult Court. If the case is transferred to
Adult Court for prosecution, the juvenile is subject to all the penalties and consequences an adult would
receive if convicted.

Juvenile Justice Terms
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